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Changes follow last month’s AGM

Andy Mansfield and Paul Savage have been elected unoppos$edpositions
of Treasurer and Secretary of BWAM, succeeding Hed&hesons and
Amanda Kippax who, as reported last month, resigned their s it
February’s Annual General Meeting after several yaaisied service.

Mark Bezzant has been appointed to take over from StdneePas Guidance
Co-ordinator. Tim Balmer will run the monthly Club Night Rataking over
from lan Pyle. Doug Grimes kindly volunteered to take ox@mfHugh
Williams as Auditor.

Remaining vacant are the posts of Vice-Chairman and E@mtadinator
(Nick McMullen will continue co-ordinating rides but not otleents). Other
posts continue with their current holders, all of whoaravthanked for their
kind volunteer effort.

In other AGM news, chairman Chris Reed reported tHadtbeen a quiet year.
Notable events included the change of Examiner, and tiestorle of the
Club’s 21st birthday, in celebration of which two originalteers plus the
outgoing Examiner were honoured as Life Members. Duringehe 31

people had joined. Membership stood at 159, including 72 Members, 25
Observers, and 44 Associates.

JT presented the Training Officer’s report in Nigel's aloge A positive year
with 18 test passes (last year: 19) and 19 active ObseR@i®wying the
successful introduction of Observer Guidelines, theyewmermw undergoing
review to focus on the key aspects and performance indscator

Year’s best development recognised

The Steve Strong Trophy is awarded every year to theperso, in the
opinion of Members, has done most “beyond the call” to futthe Club’s
objectives.

There was no doubt that this year’'s most significant dgveént has been the
Sunday morning “Not the GTRs” starting from Avon ForeSince the former
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GTRs (Group Training Rides) ended, many Members felt thahpartant
social side to the training had gone with them: meetingratbsociates,
meeting other Observers, chatting about guidance, socia] cidéspolicy, and
matters of general interest. These less formal aspéthe guidance provided
by the Club played an important role in promoting theb@l social side, and
meant better interaction for the Associates, who thusngoé enjoyment from
the Club, and thus better motivation.

The Club needed something to bring that aspect back. Senior Qbdanme
Torring (JT) seized the initiative to start an informalf-slriven arrangement
where observed rides were encouraged, if convenient, tdrstarfvon Forest
on Sundays at 10:00am. Both Members and approved Associates cetilak me
this time and arrange routes, destinations, guidance pnoggaand company,
between themselves. With nothing guaranteed there Vlabtestikelihood that
everyone present would enjoy a ride and/or some guidance.

The arrangement has proved a success and of great véhaeeGtub. For his
vision, drive and enthusiasm in making this happen, JTtgetwell deserved
award from the Club of the Steve Strong Trophy for 2005/06.

You've been on the ride, now get the pics

Through the generosity of Roger Braithwaite, copies ofliygal pictures
taken on recent Social Rides can now be obtained via gmauigh the Club’s
Web site.

Roger has kindly offered to send copies of his digital ghbl email to anyone
who would like them. To help Members see what photos arablaand

make it easy to request the one(s) they want, miniarsons of the available
pics can be viewed on a special page on the Club’s Welsitthe same page
is a form where you select the pics you desire, dhiah ffour email address. A
mail message goes straight to Roger who undertakes toately earliest
convenience, with your pictures attached to the reply.

Available now are pics from:
New Members' Ride to Lyme Regis 6th March 2005
Bath ride 27th February 2005, led by Dave Orvin

Try it out at URL.:
http://www.bwam.org.uk/ride-pics/
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Sunday 17th April 2005 — “Chocolate Box Run” to Wiltshire

John Spinks leading a "Chocolate Box Run" to Wiltshire. Scamicmost
suitable for pillions; bring a camera.

Sunday 17th April 2005, 10:00am at at the Avon Heath Park Café

Friday 22nd to Monday 25th April 2005 — Dave’s West Country Weeketh
Three nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast at a 3 star hotelplanty of off road
parking. Price for the 3 days is £120 per person. See lash'sidlewsletter for
full details, or check the Web site.

Saturday 30th April to Saturday 7th May — France on Two Wheels 2005
No! It's still not (quite) too late to sign up for a weekenithvBike Normandy;,
three days in the mountains, and two days in the Loileywdaravelling
Brittany Ferries from Portsmouth. All segments optiodakign your own
break. Seéttp://www.bwam.org.uk/fa2r05.htm for full details, or Martyn
Dryden (newsletter@bwam.org.uk).

Wednesday 4th May 2005 — Dorset Evening Ride

As the evenings get longer, Chris Reed will be showing e splendid
Dorset scenery in a sunset ride. He'll be stopping a¢ sdrour rather
picturesque tearoom/gardens, for tea and/or horticulture.
Wednesday 4th May 2005, 6:00pm at at Wimborne Safeway Clar Pa

Sunday 8th May 2005 — Beautiful Cotswolds

Paul Savage will be taking riders up to the beautiful Cdtdsvior a look
round, and planning to be back about tea-time.

Sunday 8th May 2005, 10:00am at the Avon Heath Park Café

Sunday 5th June 2005 — Observers' Ride

Yes, a ride for Observers and Trainee Observers onlyurM@aineppard will be
leading a day's run to Wales.

Sunday 5th June 2005, 9:00am departure TBA.

Sunday 19th June 2005 — Duxford

Chris Reed will be leading a day's ride across to Europesi@r aviation
museum, the Imperial War Museum, Duxford. About 400 milagmeor those
with comfy saddles. Back for about 7.00pm.

Sunday 19th June 2005, 8:00am at the Avon Heath Park Café



Sunday 11th September 2005 - Santa Pod

Santa Pod Top Fuel European Finals! Fantastic mind blowingpdesgr that
makes your whole body burst with noise, speed and actiefethat would fry
your brain! Miss it at your peril. 4,000 HP, starting on ma@bl and then
running on Nitromethane, kin ell eh? 300 mph at the end di/thenile, with
bikes not far behind. Can you even start to imagine thabspdwer? Out of
control missiles with the pilot just hoping it will gtatraight until the chute
opens. WOW!

If you haven't been before, it will blow your mind. If ybave been before then
you already know the addiction that this sort of adreedbirings to one's bod!

This event is only for the hardy. Wimps won't make therjeu cos it's a long
day. Leave Ringwood @ 07.00 and if we get on with it we wilehame to
stop for breakfast. Food at the track if not. Racing finistest 17.00 and we
can stop on the route back for food. Late back, about 22.00 ysn @sn see
it's a long day. BUT worth it, trust me!

Only one condition: won't go if it's raining, cos we jsistand watch them try
to dry the track between each run. Boring.

JT

PLEASE DRIVE CAREFULLY WHEN VISITING SANTAPOD
E k]
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Steve Hines observes

A couple of weeks ago, doing a routine tyre check on myOKIL1l noticed
that the rear wheel, when | span it up by hand, wawlgrg and rough. | had
noticed a slight noise a month or so back, but it was noinitédy worse. |
feared the worst too. | drained the final drive box oil @mén out a silver grey
colour, which | know is not right. It usually means beatnogible. | refilled
with new oil and now had to decide what to do about it.

Now this bike has done at least 60,000 miles so it's entbl@gearing out bits
now and then. Last month it got through the MOT tedtaut any trouble or
extra costs, so that was in its favour. However, howmmaeney do you spend
on a nine-year-old bike with quite a few miles on it?

| knew | couldn’t do the repair myself as | had read ftbenworkshop manual
that special tools and procedures were needed and | know miyroiations.
Speaking to CW Motorcycles, a new final drive box was quatedbout £450
+ VAT for the part only, but if my box was repairabléotal repair bill of about
£300 + VAT was suggested.

As | couldn’t confidently ride or sell the bike as it wasettled for CW to take
the bike in and have a go at the repair. Apart fronetitggne using oil, the rest
of it was OK for the moment and | didn’t want to rush and get another bike
that | might have regretted buying later on. | figured tlke lwvas still worth a
couple of thousand pounds privately, so even If | spent £5@0 alhwas not
lost. It would also buy me some time to think about changirgnadher bike or
not. At least | would get all my options back.

CW did the final drive box bearings repair, £300, fine, buy th@iced that the
headstock bearings were worn and coarse, £200, would | like tipdaned
too? Well, | had figured on spending £500 anyway, and | did noy @mag
steering headstock bearings myself for the same reasdtims fasal drive box,
so | gave them the go ahead.

| had ridden the bike to CW’s on a Saturday and my wife bbalwfed in our

car. When | was informed that all the repairs had beear tibad said | would
collect it (the bike, not wife) the following Saturdayow Mick (wannabe
observer) had booked a test ride there, for that Saturday gotwalking and |
then found myself as a pillion on his Honda Pan headingrtsa2orchester at
10am on Saturday the ®&eb. I've noted the time and date as | can't forget it.



From the moment | couldn’t climb on the back properly Eick saying
“You've not been pillion often, have you Steve?” | tnewas in for a new
experience. For all you pillion passengers out then have the utmost
respect. Why did | constantly have this fear of fallingtbé back, of tipping
the bike over when cornering and of wanting to put mydegn every time
we were stationary? Let the records show that Mick wa®iway responsible
for any of my anxieties. His riding (and tolerance of ma}¥ superb.

| can’t remember the last time | rode pillion. But | nkmow why the majority
are women, it's because you have to have your legs spdar that unless
you're designed for giving birth you can’t walk properly foveek once
you've managed to dismount. Anyway, thanks to Mick we gertetisafely.

Mick had booked a test ride on a R1200 GS. After | had settldoilhand had
been shown the old bearings from my bike (one of whicherfinal drive box
had started to fall apart), | blagged a test ride onélmeR1200 RT. We then
went riding for an hour.

Mick loved most things about the GS and | found the RT exwegity
comfortable with great handling but was not keen enetigine (it was no
better than my old R1100 GS, | thought). The best featasctine heated seat,
magic. The worst, the mirrors which are the wrong shapdrathe wrong
place. | could never adjust them satisfactorily; it wouldehlaeen better not to
have any fitted at all.

After we returned to CW’s, Dave (owner) was keen on boughts, which he
got, and Mick wanted a part exchange price for his HondalReaked Mick
what he thought it was worth and he said he expected fiveetamd half
thousand. | said to Mick he would be offered about four. Wharme Dad done
his homework, he offered Mick £4,200. Mick was not happy so fiienlet on
new bikes but at least solo. Thanks Mick for the G&r{ | go in your car if |
need another?) and of course to Dave at CW'’s for theidesand to the
mechanics for fixing my old crate.

Steve Hines
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John Evans enjoys riding classic bikes in France

A couple of years ago | read an article in one of thesrpopular magazines
about a journalist who had visited the south of France and riddssic bikes.
Now this sounded right up my street. Warm weather, fantssticery, good
food and accommodation, plus riding really well maintaineglsitamachines
from a gone-by age. | duly contacted the owner cdghgonderful bikes at a
place called Ventabren, twenty minutes' ride/drive froardéille airport. Neil
Thomas and his wife Sarah run the Classic Bikes Proveusiaess and it was
from ourmaison secondairm Brittany | drove down to Ventabren and enjoyed
my first visit to Neil and Sarah's lovely home, wheveas accommodated in a
studio with en suite and every facility including a snfiadige with drinks and a
bowl of fruit, for use whether sick or not!

Neil's garage is roughly as large as the average Erglisgialow's entire floor
area and it houses his collection of classic macharebsworkshops where he
does all his own maintenance. Sarah looks after the addarasd the Web
site. As the business has grown, clients come fibovar the world to fulfil
their own special dream of riding anything from a selectbBSAs to a Royal
Enfield Bullet, or maybe if extremely lucky the chancel disl, to ride an
original 1951 green Sunbeam S7 Deluxe. All Neil's bikes weggnaily
owned, most from new, by his father, who lovingly rode and keghtim mint
condition, prior to handing them over to Neil when leted his life's ambition
to live in the warm sunshine of Provence and do whahjoyed most.



On Thursday 27th January 2005 | took my third trip down to Proveince. |
turned out to be a rather damp morning as | left the houderthbourne, but
the bitter cold snap in the Bournemouth area had depfteny early
morning ride to Gatwick. | left home at 0600 hrs having madag secure my
four days' clothing and wash kit into a very roomy rucksaekore my leather
trousers and used my Buffalo jacket rather than the helaaiher jacket, for
ease of wear once off the bike. Neil had warned me vall¢hat although
Provence had been enjoying quite warm weather the weelopsevi had
suddenly turned very cold for their region, and in factdhexd been an
unheard-of snowfall in Spain, not so very far away. \Wear thermals, he
warned. How true, a couple of hours in the saddle up ttermay to Gatwick
can cause a lot of problems to the unmentionables ffnogerly protected!

The traffic on reaching the M27/M3 turn-off was extrenmedyavy and really
surprised me as | had planned originally to leave home ldtenk had | done
so | would have missed my flight.

A very steady ride saw my arrival at Gatwick South Tieainshort-term car
park at 0810 hrs. From previous experience | made straighitefdrarrier,
obtained my entrance ticket, and rode through the car park andhavslight
raised curb on to the hard standing concrete under thefrdee walkway up
to the second level. | secured the Pan with steeringdhus alarm, changed
into my travelling attire rather rapidly, and managedeituse my leathers
across the top of my Bergen, by extending the strap. Atd¢oBuffalo and
helmet | was forced to wear the jacket and stuffed my Ngiamecrew neck
sweater into the helmet, inside its carry-bag.

The Bergen was very heavy and it's a tidy walk up thie fpethe terminal for
the departure lounge and check-in. No baggage trolleys hacabaedoned
overnight in the car park.

EasyJet, the no-frills (that's very true) airlineswet due to open for an hour or
so, therefore it was straight to the next floor up to Vilage for a bit of a
warm-up and a well-deserved breakfast. A bit of toast affdecat 0530 hrs
had long passed. After my walk across from the car parkipsgveral floor
levels | was really beginning to feel the heat, andgastd not wait to disrobe
from the warm gear | had been wearing for the morningdgs tiread my book
The Da Vinci Codeintil check-in, and as | had made a point of being early |
was at the check-in desk immediately it opened. EasyJsbtdalocate seats,
it's a first-come, first-served basis. First timerdweas No 1 on my boarding
pass. | duly made my way through the security check andohaltidut strip off
as | set off their alarm as | was carrying some nadigdcts which | had missed
placing in the tray they provide. But they missed the SA80
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The Airbus took off dead on time and after a very long rtatkialong the
runway we were soon airborne and reached an altitudenaod 87,000 feet,
above the clouds. On arrival at Marseille airport, beglsse to the exit door
| was up and ready, armed with all my kit, or so | thoulta&dde my way down
to Arrivals in Hall 1 where | had arranged to meet N&ibihas. As | entered
the arrivals hall | couldn't believe my own eyes, theas a large crowd of
Middle Eastern men and women all in traditional costualieclapping and
cheering, and the women were making that incredibly btaodling wailing
sound using their tongues. Cameras were flashing and asfirstao arrive |
was mistaken for the leading bodyguard of some famous Middstern
dignitary or film star! TheéPolice MunicipaleandGendarmeriemmediately
stepped forward and cleared a pathway through the throng ofdivd for me,
and for the first time in my life | felt what it wdige to be mistaken for an
ageing pop star or politician.

| saw no sign of Neil although | was very punctual onamwal and didn't
have to go through baggage reclaim, having only the Bergenaaner bag
with helmet. Then as | placed the Bergen down to aMaiits arrival it hit me
like a ton of bricks. | had left my hornless Buffalo plus nebn the plane, in
the overhead locker. | dare not leave Hall 1 in fear gmg Neil, and so |
decided to wait instead of rushing off to the Found Properigeoff

Neil arrived a few minutes later wearing a thick Irisht kall neck jumper plus
scarf. | then knew Provence was, or had been, hit lImjdasoap, as only ex-
pats actually owned a scarf. | told him of my misdemeaaadrwe rushed off
to the Found Property office, to be greeted by a very effigtaff who merely
enquired as to the Buffalo's colour and make of mobil¢hiwien minutes my
property was restored to me with a smile and the usual lotiledfrench of
“Anglais bizarre”. All was intact and no transatlantatle had been charged to
my mobile, so Neil and | made our way to his people-caimighe car park for
our twenty-minute run to his home in Ventabren. We walkedbtlte terminal
building into brilliant sunshine but there was a severe ntperair.

When | was last in Provence, during October 2004, it wally/rearm and |
rode in a lightweight jacket and with trainers on my fe@it idcommended by
the IAM I'm certain, however the climate afforded thesdrcode.

We arrived back at the house and | unpacked my Bergen inlfrgoséained
room under the main house. It had been freshly decoratesl 15w last visit

and was now known as tMertor Green Room due to the décor and very nice
pictures hanging on the walls. The mini fridge was fulihkl, milk for the tea
and coffee provided, plus fruit and a very relaxing showé#r ot water ready
to freshen up prior to the evening meal with the family.
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Having stowed my kit | went up to the main house and joineitiaxd his two
sons and the dog Ranni, and was initially served a piping hotdfoxggetable
soup with fresh baguette. Sarah returned later and vgatadlown for the main
evening meal. Having had theirs earlier the boys lefttSatail and | to enjoy
a very nice meal of spaghetti with beef, wine sauce adtted portion of cubed
blue cheese, followed by cheese, biscuits, chocolateandereme fraiche
Red or white vin de plonk was at hand, but being a non-dicdhmade do

with a glass of Coke.

We had our coffee sat by their open log fire, and ctiab®ut our plans for
Friday's ride out, and for the Burns Night dinner-party atulay.

| turned in around 11pm as | was feeling a bit bushed tkeday's travelling,
and knew we would be doing well over 100 miles the nextway, the
mountain area of thdautes Alpes

Friday 28th January
Friday dawned bright, cold and dry. The brilliant sunshine disdutse chill in
the air, looking out of the patio double doors from the wharof my room.

After breakfast of fresh rolls and baguette, coffeeg@eme prepared
ourselves and the bikes for the day's ride. | chose to i@&&Honda 750-4
K2 . We headed off along the D10 out of Ventabren trangeNVest towards the
Etang de Berravhere we met up with Joel, a French friend of Nealsp
joined us for the ride on his 1979 Triumph Bonneville with-slooter
exhaust, T140 model with 83,000K on the clock, sounded reallytectok
the lead and we rode to Cornillon-Confoux for coffee atth&effroy(Belfry)
Café. This was an old wine vault with 12th century staw&wo the walls and
ceiling. After warming up with a hot chocolate rathH&art a coffee (the French
coffee tends to be in a small cup with no milk and is vaong, unless one
asks for acafé grand au lajt Hot chocolate is the better purchase.
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Following our pit-stop we headed off along the D19 towards Eygsiien the
D25 tourist route over the Alpilles (small Alps), throdggautiful scenery, and
stopped for lunch at Maussane. | had ham and mushroom onagidtte/o
more hot chocolates, and all for €12.

We rode on despite the bitter cold to the old Citadel laasxRle Provence, a
fortress in a fantastic position overlooking the wholeaoaind it. It dates from
the time of the Crusades and is well worth a visiit®osheer magnificence.

Then on to Port Istres and the Etang de I'Olivier whighsige pond, which
we would call a lake, but as it does not run out to the sea ilarge pond. It
has very bright blue water and is truly a lovely sightde along its perimeter.
Riding past the Etang we passed the BMW Car Test Cémtadly known as
the site of the Berlin wall as it is like Fort Knaye can see nothing over its
high walls and gates. Sometimes it's possible to seeaypetup in the 2,000
metre mountains in the north. Cars only.

We rode back along the Etang some 112 miles and nearly ran foel, had to
quickly turn on the reserve. Made our way back acrossyl@eintryside via
the Etang into the suburbs of Marseille to Joel's Spaty#hied tiled house
with electronic opening gate where we actually did haemdéir coffee as he
was out of hot chocolate. We had our drinks in his coasery overlooking
the swimming pool, nearly all the houses have pools imdhice. Joel then
took us down to his shed workshop to allow us to gloat over hysraes twin
seated BMW 1967 R69S, colour black, in absolute showroom conditiaal
only ever seen one of these in a book on classic biked,Javed the self
sprung suspension of the rider's and passenger's seatsaykhBE only rides it
on special outings and it was his investment machine.

We left Joel and returned via the nearest garage wapfilith fuel. We got back
around 5:30pm feeling very cold once again. After a hot shand a rest |
joined the family in the main house for dinner of chicke lemon sauce with
cous-cous followed by cheese and biscuits, and a croisszad and fresh
butter pudding. Again the vin de plonk was flowing if oneirdekit.

Saturday 29th January

On Saturday | rode the BSA 1967 model A65 Lightning “Red Rocket” along
the D543 to Rognes, crossed the river Durance to Cadenet,cdugp to the
Grand Luberon mountain through hairpin bends and an exyremegh
tarmacadam road (if one could call it that), down the atltker and finally
reached the beautiful home of Maggie and Nick set in siirecres of land.
This property boasts an East and West Wing, beautiful open wooth@u
fireplace, and a very large swimming pool adjoining a sowthge which
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Maggie and Nick use when they rent the main housenmstly to very well-
to-do Americans or Germans, for around £1,000 a week, when &dggs all
the cooking and housework. Their place is known as La W&aBoissiere,
route de Cabrierlo, 84160 Cucuron.

After coffee (Anglaise style) we skirted the southern dapfehe Grand
Luberon, 1,100m like Scafell Pike, in the Vaucluse departnidm@n on to
Haute-Alpes, and we had covered three out of the five titepats of
Provence. The village of Reillanne on our route found &adl | at the garage
workshop of Pierre whom | had met on my last visit. Pier@s working on
rebuilding his Triumph Trident T160, grinding-in valves aeglacing the
cylinder head gasket. He also owned a BMW Boxer R60 1980 model in
excellent condition. He later rode this with his eigba#srold daughter as
pillion when they joined us for lunch. Spaghetti waspla du jour, and the
restaurant was very busy as it was in the centtleo¥illage and of course a
Saturday. When we left to ride off we found a large crtvad gathered outside
opposite the church and it turned out that a respected locabenerthe
commune had died, and everyone was there in the otpaying their last
respects. We didn't know if he had been a biker, so we deaidéd rar off
into the sunset as a final tribute but instead as & ofaespect pushed our
bikes around to the back of the church and did a quick kick-start exi

We rode back over the Grand Luberon D956, turned off at Grgyninoned left
and skirted several small villages, stopping at Ansousrgvive visited the
church on the hill, very old with a Nativity scene stillplace, not uncommon
to see Christmas decorations up until mid February. Thelshvas beautiful
and had fantastic views from its entrance down acrosgiley below. We
covered around 120 miles and got back to Ventobren around 5gnm stil
brilliant sunshine but still very cold.

Saturday night was to be the Burns Night supper in remembadditicat very
famous Scottish poet and little-known Freemason. Itov@gve the opening
prayer in my very best Scottish accent (which was mkeeJethro than
Rabbie!). Then the wee haggis was duly piped in to the iagaitne dinner
guests, some being French, Irish and Welsh, English, buineodrop of
Scottish blood amongst the lot of us. However we didiotathat to spoil a
very tasty meal. Once again the wine, both rouge atpiaas flowing like
water, and the food was second to none thanks to Sarah's eqarg.

After a really excellent dinner and social gathering/bich | was made to feel
one of the family, | retired to my bed just before 3amvkimg we had yet
another ride-out later that Sunday morning toGld¢ée Bleueand the town of
Aix en Provence.
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Sunday 30th January

Sunday morning was another gloriously sunny dry cold day andeaaltite
breakfast | had the pleasure and privilege of ridingviist Green 1951
Sunbeam S7 Deluxe. She is a real beauty to behold ane ok just above
the headlight sits a brass plaque which reads “Jesus wanfor a Sunbeam”.
Neil took the lead to Aix, and having ridden the ten mitesnfhis home into
this beautiful city, which is very much like the city®#th, we parked outside
one of the rather smart cafés with the local jetygmts. Having left the Royal
Enfield Bullet which Neil had ridden alongside the Sunbeamomse sad a
small interested crowd gathered admiring our machines. Towsgied Neil to
start handing out his business cards, not wishing to imesshtance of some
future business.

The cafés along the
Cour Mirabeau are
really very chic and
attract people from
all over the world.
We walked through
one of the nearby
alleyways which led
us to an open square
where we witnessed
a large opetroc aux
puces like a car boot
sale of everything
from toys, clothes
and furniture to
paintings and objets d'art. It was a lovely morning and wenmaety interesting
people and several bikers. We did not bother with lunch, haadgsuch a
large meal the previous night, so rode back to Neil's homeawhepicked up
Sarah who has only been riding for six months. She jaisesh her Kawasaki
125cc on a ride down to tli&bte Bleuel rode the Sunbeam and Neil the Royal
Enfield. We were joined by another English ex-pat named Otimdris modern
Ducati machine.

The ride took us through the Marseille outskirts, southt-teethe beautiful
coastal area and a truly lovely blue sea. The route daagnvery steep with
several hairpin bends, and the Sunbeam's brakes wethdaedswas used to,
especially in comparison to my own Pan European. | hadtimlly stand on
the back brake coming down the steepest bits as the Feandhivers tend to
use your side of the road when coming up the hills! Noe#ypsight if one
happens to meet head-on. We stopped for coffee at La Reddmok,was
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very welcome. We had one interesting experience neverrkposviously. As
we came around one very steep section of road a watehaapleurst, and the
road was icy, to add to our other descent problems. It maauen further
advanced look for any French drivers coming up out of thd.ben

It was a glorious day but | have to say | was pleasegt back to a hot shower
as it had been very cold again despite the beautifuhgweisReturned and
again had a lovely evening meal with the family andgahe open log fire
with our coffees after chatting about the day's everiitad to admit to feeling
somewhat nervous riding down those very steep benddidutew and
scenery in general was well worth it.

Monday 31st January

On Monday morning, as | was leaving that afternoon, &ladl | decided we
would not ride but strip down the clutch on the old blue/whitamph 500
1972 model. Neil had invested in a mobile hand pump-up bike staicth
proved an excellent purchase for raising the bikes up to wor/e removed
the 12 clutch plates to find that they had worn badlg, Mdeil got Sarah to send
an email to his UK supplier for a replacement whichdid asually arrives
within a couple of days.

The sun shone again, and working outside on the Triunglegrto be very
pleasant in the morning's sunshine.

We ate a very nice light lunch of cauliflower cheese befadeft Neil to

finish off the Triumph whilst Sarah kindly drove me togkille Airport. Once
again EasyJet booking check-in was open and | boarded witinsth@0 in

line. Had an uneventful flight home and got into Gatwick waltime. By the
time | got back to the Pan and put all my kit back on it megly 6pm. Rode to
the barrier and had my ticket validated, no charge for bhilkewde home via the
M23 via Brighton and Portsmouth as the M3 was chock-a-blodkase to

tail with traffic at that hour. Arrived home at 8pnvivag had yet again a
tremendous few days' riding real motorbikes, a truly faictagperience which
| would thoroughly recommend. But try and go when the weashaoti quite

So cold.

Any further information can be obtained either from medior Neil's Web
site onhttp://www.classicbikeprovence.com/Ride safe.

John Evans
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Bicentennial humour from Andy Mansfield

“Order the signal, Hardy.”
“Aye, aye sir.”

“Hold on, that's not what | dictated to the signal offis®hat's the meaning of
this?”

“Sorry sir?”

“England expects every person to do his duty, regardless&fgander, sexual
orientation, religious persuasion or disability. Whablgledygook is this?”

“Admiralty policy, I'm afraid, sir. We're an equal opporities employer now.
We had the devil's own job getting 'England’ past the censstst be
considered racist.”

“Gadzooks, Hardy. Hand me my pipe and tobacco.”

“Sorry sir. All naval vessels have been designated smaeworking
environments.”

“In that case, break open the rum ration. Let us spgteartainbrace to steel the
men before battle.”

“The rum ration has been abolished, Admiral. It's pathe Government's
policy on binge drinking.”

“Good heavens, Hardy. | suppose we'd better get on witulitspeed ahead.”
“l think you'll find that there's a 4 knot speed limit in tetsetch of water.”

“Damn it man! We are on the eve of the greatest stk lna history. We must
advance with all dispatch. Report from the crow's n@sgse.”

“That won't be possible, sir.”
“What?”

“Health And Safety have closed the crow's nest, sim&loess. And they said
that rope ladder doesn't meet regulations. They won't let anywthere until
proper scaffolding can be erected.”

“Then get me the ship's carpenter without delay, Hardy.
“He's busy knocking up a wheelchair access to theske,ddmiral.”
“Wheelchair access? I've never heard anything so absurd.”

“Health And Safety again, sir. We have to provide aibafree environment
for the differently abled.”

"““Differently abled? I've only one arm and one eye aneflse even to hear
mention of the word. | didn't rise to the rank of Admiraldgying the
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disability card.”

“Actually, sir, you did. The Royal Navy is under-represenin the areas of
visual impairment and limb deficiency.”

“Whatever next? Give me full sail. The salt spray beskon

“A couple of problems there too, sir. Health And Safety\wizt the crew up
the rigging without crash helmets. And they don't want anyoeathing in too
much salt - haven't you seen the adverts?”

“I've never heard such infamy. Break out the cannon elhthe men to stand
by to engage the enemy.”

“The men are a bit worried about shooting at anyone, Aadrhir
“What? This is mutiny.”

“It's not that, sir. It's just that they're afraid @&img charged with murder if they
actually kill anyone. There's a couple of legal awars on board, watching
everyone like hawks.”

“Then how are we to sink the Frenchies and the Spanish?”
“Actually, sir, we're not.”
“We're not?”

“No, sir. The Frenchies and the Spanish are our Europeamemnow.
According to the Common Fisheries Policy, we should@héye in this stretch
of water. We could get hit with a claim for compensation.

“But you must hate a Frenchman as you hate the devil.”

“l wouldn't let the ship's Diversity Co-ordinator hear ysaying that, sir. You'll
be up on disciplinary.”

“You must consider every man an enemy who speaks ill af Kog.”

“Not any more, sir. We must be inclusive in this multiatal age. Now put on
your Kevlar vest; it's the rules.”

“Don't tell me - Health And Safety. Whatever happened tq sadomy and the
lash?”

“As | explained, sir, rum is off the menu. And thewesan on corporal
punishment.”

“What about sodomy?”
“l believe it's to be encouraged, sir.”
“In that case ... kiss me, Hardy.”

Andy Mansfield
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Radar (speed detector) Web site for France

The fully automatic digital radar speed cameras in Erdnave become a daily
problem for motorcyclists. There are more and more beidgddvery day,
and keeping track of where they are has become a negdabhe.

That's why this website has become a welcome additioyute planning for
motorcycle rides in France. The sitdtp://www.radars-auto.com/ is
excellent, but, it's in French. So for those planningde in France, and
wanting to find the latest information on radar locatjdiisdo a quick
translation of the important screens.

When you click on the link, it'll bring you directly the selection part. A map
of France is shown. Click on the department (region oripce) you are
interested in, and the radars active in that regionligpayed. (“Région
Parisienne” means the greater Paris area, includinglssjbu

Or you can select a specific road in the “Choisir unge’obox, and select the
road you are interested in from the drop-down list of populatstoalist of all
radars on that road will be displayed. A roadsaar®routeg motorways). N
roads are large national roads while D roads are snpmbigmcial roads.

Alternatively, you can select the department fromditmg-down list on the
right of the screen labelled “Choisir un départementit yu'll need to know
the department number (75 for Paris, 62 for Pas-de-Catejs, e

18



Once you've selected where you want to see the rad@atsappears with all
the radars, and the following information:

The first line shows which road the radar is on. In tten®le above, the
Autoroute A31 La Maxe.

To the right, the status of the radar. “En Service” msda&ie radar is
operational (otherwise it could still just be planned ).

Below, the direction the radar is active 8enameans direction, so in the
example above, the radar is located in the directioanMilie - Metz.

Below that is the exact location of the radar. Ingkemple above, the
radar is located at Exit 34 towards La Maxe.

The following line shows the maximum permitted spaétégse). In the
example it's 110 km/h.

Next to it is the very important information whether thdar is facing you
or behind youFlash: Avantmeans that the radar takes the photo from the
front, no problem for bikes. Biderriere means it takes a photo of a bike's
number plate.

The last information on that line i©calisation— where is it located —
Gaucheis to the left,Droite is to the right, TPC means in the middle.

If the line below state¥oir les photo disponibleshen you can click on
that line to view photos of the radar and see what it Itik&s

Apart from the information available on this site (pledmadars, examples of
fines, how to get out of paying a fine, etc), the welms#e has several very
funny photos of radar pictures. They are listed on the tophmayhd corner of
the screen, under the Humour section. Click.es Photos
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Key local bike policies laid down in Council

The Borough of Poole has published a comprehensive MoterBgdicy
document, designed to take account of Government advicelless\iiee needs
and aspirations of the people of Poole. Here are thetbull

Overall Strategy

Growth in car ownership and dependence threatens our healéggdnomy
and the environment. Poole needs integrated transportrsygtat are
effective, acceptable and environmentally sustainableoidyptles are a good
form of transport for those who would otherwise travel byadane, causing
less congestion. Mopeds and scooters can be affordables® who find
owning a car too expensive and who live away from publespart links.

But environmentally motorcycles still contribute to pollution; they
contribute tonoise pollution, and are a growingafety problem. They
should be promoted to those for whom more sustainable trarfppbtic
transport, cycling, walking) is not appropriate, and who migherettse
use their cars alone.

Promote motorcycles as an alternative to the car, but not as an
alternative to walking, cycling, and public transport.

Road Safety

Poole is the 24th worst of 91 local authorities for motorsygkilled or
seriously injured (Bournemouth was 35th, Dorset was thetyvdrhe problem
is exacerbated by the large amount of leisure bikingeratea, and unofficial
Web sites which encourage racing along certain routdsnahe area (the
Police are aware and take appropriate action).

Government Road Safety finance is allocated to areas lwatmost accidents.
Unless scarce local resources are transferred to tred Satety Scheme
Budget it will be impossible to target motorcycle acctdespecifically.

Improve the safety of motorcyclists by targeting motorcycleccidents
within the Programme for Local Safety Schemes

Education and Training

Education and Training would make a significant impact emtbtorcycle
accident rate. Young people should be given priority, to getrdissage about
safe, defensive and confident driving and riding at an eatjesiThis driver/
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rider education programme will be supported by promotibtesture through
training schools, retailers, and on the Quay on Tuesagyni

Improve the information for and education of prospectivebikers
through a comprehensive programme of training and education.

Traffic Management
No specific traffic management measures currently ¢datanotorcycles. They
are treated as cars.

Nationally trialled (although not unanimously adopted) measoohsde the
use of Bus Lane and Advance Stop Lines. Poole will feaiGovernment
guidance before recommending them. Ttrial schemes will dertaken before
a decision is made. (The issue of bikes in bus lamgdidinted the largest
number of concerns during the consultation period.)

Road Humps can be a hazard to motorcycles in certain cordif heir
design, as with all Traffic Calming measures, will ddas motorcycles.

Consider motorcycles using Bus Lanes, once definitive adeics
received from the Department for Transport.

Highway Design

The Local Transport Plan has set a priority order for highugzrs in the
following order: pedestrians; people with disabilities; sgs| public
transport users, and finally cars. It is suggested thatroyelists fit into
this hierarchy between public transport and private mots: dhe needs
of motorcyclists should be considered in the positioning oftsfesiture,
lamp columns, crash barriers, guard railing, structuies et

Give due consideration to the needs of motorcyclists the design
of Highway Improvements.

Highway Maintenance

All “shiny” surfaces are bad for motorcycles, especiallypends. Road
studs, bitumen bonding, manholes etc. need careful consistelbath in
design and maintenance. Rutting caused by heavy vehicidseca
particularly dangerous for motorcycles. Temporary road woakscause a
variety of potential hazards: slippery metal plates|esabcross the road
(especially diagonally); raised manhole;s poor ramps and signing.

Pay attention to the needs of motorcycles when carrying out
Highway Inspections and in Highway Maintenance works.
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Parking

Motorcycle bays could use small areas of on-street parkiegendncar
would not fit. But parking on footways and verges could be a daagér
create problems if car drivers park on them. Encourageofi¢his could
lead to abuse elsewhere. But motorcycle parking could bedeawn the
vicinity of transport interchanges (bus and rail) for eplem

Maximise on-street parking for motorcycles by designating aas that
are too small for cars.

Motorcycle parking is free in all Poole surface car paaks, all provide for
motorcycles. (Access to multi-storey parks would be expemsidampractical
and create a health and safety hazard.) Some provideatgémtking hoops.

Increase the number of motorcycle spaces in public cgrarks, and
increase the number of secure spaces.

New Developments
Policy on parking within new developments is now to inseeine provision for
motorcycles, to encourage the use of motorcycles alteainative to cars.

Parking provision for motorcycles in commercial developmentvill be
encouraged at the expense of space for single-occupancyscar

Tourism

The weekly bike event typically gathers 2,500 motorcyaleag the Quay on
busy summer nights. The event is important to Poole Toulisswell
managed with few problems, and firmly established on tweRcalendar.

Poole’s popularity with motorcyclists beyond Tuesday eveniegsires
careful management. There is free parking on the QuagOftikes. The new
parking enforcement team has had a clear, positive imffacing advice to
motorcyclists as to where to park.

Continue measured support of Tourism events that promotée use of
motorcycles on Poole Quay.

Open Spaces

Unauthorised use of open space by motorcycles creates dadgdisturbance
to legitimate users and nearby residents, and damagedidenr stock. The
Police have had success using their own off-road bikapgeehend offenders.
Fixed Penalty Fines have been issued and motorcyclesl seize
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To renew, please send (preferably) a cheque to:
38, River Way, Christchurch, Dorset. BH23 20QR
telephone 01202 267797 and e-mail membership@bwam.org.uk

Failure to respond to a second reminder, within a few weegsilts in the
simple deletion of your membership. Should you be moving ather
interests it would be appreciated if you could let me knovawnate, phone call
or email

Associate Membership: First year £22 (includes documentsth£i@after.
Full Membership: £8 (plus IAM membership, payable separately

John Spinks

Poole motorcycle policy continued from page 19

Protect areas of public open space and environmental setngty by
preventing access and publicising fines for illegal use.

Other Organisations

Other agencies and organisations, public and private,tegomote the use
of motorcycles. The Police, the DSA, the BMF and mahgist can guide
officers and riders towards the best advice locally andmeaty, and help
refine and modify Poole’s policies as new safety leg@atequipment and
materials come to light. We aim to collaborate with tbéde, reputable
organisations and individuals, to provide the right sort dfiti@s for riders.

Work with Dorset Police and other specialist advisorsa combat
crime in relation to motorcycles.

The above is just a summary of the 29-page document. For further information
contact: Transportation Services, St.John’s House, Serpentine Rd., Poole
Tel.01202 262002
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Please see lan Newey at Club Night for any of the followems from the Club
Shop.

Available To Members

IAM Metal Badge £6.50
IAM Square Badge £6.50
IAM Key Fob £2.00
IAM Lapel Badge £2.00
IAM Stick Pin £1.10
IAM Cloth Badge £2.00
IAM Vinyl Badge £1.00
IAM Reflective Disc £0.70
IAM Tank Wings £1.10
IAM Helmet Sticker £1.10
IAM Small Sticker £0.20

Available To Members and Associates

Pass Your Advanced Motorcycling Test (IAM) £7.99
Motorcycle Roadcraft: The Police Rider's Handbook (IAN  £11.99
The Highway Code (DSA) £1.49
Know Your Traffic Signs (Dept of Transport) £2.50
Not the Blue Book (by Dave Jones) £4.50
The Assessment of Advanced Motorcycling (by Dave Jor £4.50
BWAM T Shirt £10.00
BWAM Polo Shirt £14.00
BWAM Sweat Shirt £15.50

BWAM Baseball Cap £7.50
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Chairman Chris Reed

Secretary Paul Savage

Treasurer Andy Mansfield

Vice Chairman Vacant

Membership Secretary John Spinks 01202 267797
Chief Observer Nigel Jones

Guidance Co-ordinator Mark Bezzant
Events Co-ordinator Vacant
Associate Liaison Paul Savage

Other volunteers:

Club Shop lan Newey
Auditor Doug Grimes
Photocopying Malcolm Merry
Raffle Organiser Tim Balmer
Newsletter Editor and

Webmaster Martyn Dryden

Names and addresses of all members are retained on magedisacand stored
in a computer database. Access to this informatiogsisicted to certain
committee members and is used for mail purposes only.

Email addresses
To contact any group official by email, please usefdiewing addresses:

Associate Liaison associates@bwam.org.uk
Chief Observer chief_obs@bwam.org.uk
Events Co-ordinator events@bwam.org.uk
Group Secretary secretary@bwam.org.uk

Guidance Co-ordinator guidancecoord@bwam.org.uk
Membership Secretary membership@bwam.org.uk
John Spinks 01202 267797

Newsletter Editor newsletter@bwam.org.uk
Treasurer treasurer@bwam.&rg.u
Webmaster webmaster@bwam.org.uk

You can send a quick note, easily and conveniently, usingthedn the
BWAM Web site at the following URL
http://www.bwam.org.uk/people.htm
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The latest organisation chart appears on the next page.

Observer Expenses

There is no charge for the guidance offered by the 1AM significant
expenses for Observers, who offer their time for no firdmeward. It is polite
to make an offer towards Observers' running costs so thaetitbusiasm for
guiding others isn't dampened by the financial drain.

The committee has agreed that Observers should be offéneer ride. If there
are two Associates then they should offer £3 eachtliers at the Observer's
discretion what to accept.

Fuelling

Can all Associates please make sure that they have ehalgh their bike
before they begin their ride. This will avoid inconvenietwéhe Observer and
fellow Associates on the same ride.

- %

Test Application

It would be appreciated if all Associates would send off tiesit applications
by their third or fourth ride. This indicates to us thedmate's commitment
towards their guidance and the test. The fee for thest€4.00, which
includes £15.00 for your first year's membership of the |1Ae £15.00 will
be refunded to you if you fail the test.

If you have lost your test application form, further iespare available from the
Membership Secretary.

IMPORTANT

Please write 'Associate Preparing For Test' at the tgpwfapplication and
also ensure that the Group number '1208' appears in the theext@ttom of
the page.

Club Membership

The IAM fee is separate from the Bournemouth & Wesdek Glembership,
therefore once you have passed your test you willhgtdd to pay the £8.00
annual subscription to BWAM in order to remain a membehe{Club.
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Something to sell? Offer a service to members? Free advertising!

Honda Varadero XL1000V - £5,800 o0.v.n.o.

2004 Model, 53 plate, 10,000 miles. In black with full matching Hondgdge
(including inner bags), Givi engine bars, hugger, heated gapsre stand,
touring Scottoiler, handlebar bridge and handlebar pocket(yag owner only
with full Honda service history. Sdwtp://www.potnoodle.free-online.co.uk/
varadero for pictures, or call Andy Mansfield on 01258 472006 (evenings),
078 111 666 93 (mobile).

Chesil Cottage

ETC 4* rated Portland stone cottage, approx. 50 metres @besil Beach.
The cottage sleeps 4 in one double and one twin bedded Pomes start from
£130 per week in November which includes gas, electric, beddvg)s and
welcome pack. For more details please phone Heather on 828080,
Mobile 0781 8213579, Email heparsons@tiscali.co.uk or visit
http://www.portlandholiday.co.uk.

Apartment in Los Christianos, Tenerife

First floor; 1 bedroom; large lounge + sat TV; fully fitteitchen + w/mach;
balcony overlooking swimming pool. Level access to pool + praehenl0
min stroll to town. Rental c£200 pw. Malcolm or Marie kMe01202 381871

Gervis Court Hotel

A biker friendly hotel close to the pier and shops, batsrastaurants. The
seafront, beach, and BIC are only a short walk awaypNtle ourselves on our
well-maintained and presented gardens. We are one bhéhkotels in
Bournemouth. For your choice of holiday accommodatiddaarnemouth, the
Gervis Court is ideally placed for you. All rooms are samoking, please
check out our tariff page for more details.
http://www.gerviscourthotel.co.uk/tariff.htm

Tel; 01202 556871 or email enquiries@gerviscourthotel.co.uk

ACF-50

Are you letting your bike corrode away? Is salt meltingrtiggal this winter?
Use ACF-50 and say “No!” to corrosion. John Torring has sanmezang deals
available to BWAM members only. Catch up with John atChé Night or
contact him at Worldwide Aviation 01202 511282

To get your advert on the Notice Board email it to newsletter@bwam.org.uk
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